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your soul. That’s your job. If you're worried
about the quality of education in the neigh-
borhood in which you live, then you're re-
sponsible for doing something about it. As
I mentioned, if you happen to be a CEO
in corporate America, you're responsible for
telling the truth. You're responsible for treat-
ing your employees with respect. If you're
an American in the responsibility era, you're
responsible for loving a neighbor like you'd
like to be loved yourself.

I want to thank those of you who reach
out to somebody who hurts, somebody in
need. You see, the great strength of the coun-
try is not our military might or economic
prowess; the great strength of the country
is the heart and soul of the American people.
Millions of acts of kindness and decency go
on on a daily basis. Millions of acts of de-
cency and kindness help define the true
worth and the true strength of this great
American country.

And so on Labor Day, a day in which we
honor the worker, let us honor those who
work to make our society and country a more
compassionate place by helping a neighbor
in need, by doing your job as a citizen of
the country, by being a patriotic person,
which means more than just putting your
hand over your heart. It means serving your
country in ways large and small, all aimed
at lifting up this Nation, all aimed at keeping
us the greatest nation on the face of the
Earth.

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless America. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at the
Richfield Training Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Frank Hanley, general president, Inter-
national Union of Operating Engineers; James H.
Gardner, business manager, International Union
of Operating Engineers Local 18; Chuck Canter-
bury, national president, Fraternal Order of Po-
lice; Gov. Bob Taft and Lt. Gov. Jennette Bradley
of Ohio; and James Trakas, majority whip, Ohio
State house of representatives.

Sept. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

Proclamation 7698—National
Alcohol and Drug Addiction
Recovery Month, 2003
September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States
ofq America

A Proclamation

Alcohol addiction and drug addiction con-
tinue to challenge our Nation. Addiction to
alcohol or drugs destroys family ties, friend-
ship, ambition, and moral conviction, and re-
duces the richness of life to a single destruc-
tive desire. During National Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Recovery Month, we seek to
remind all Americans, particularly those who
struggle with alcohol or drug addiction, that
recovery is possible. This year’s theme, “Join
the Voices of Recovery: Celebrating Health,”
salutes the thousands of Americans currently
striving to address their alcohol or drug ad-
diction, and the many professionals, volun-
teers, clergy, community groups, friends, and
family members who support others in over-
coming addiction.

For the addicted, the fight is an ongoing
struggle for their own lives. The process of
treatment and recovery is personal, and each
individual’s treatment needs are different.
And as a result, treatment programs must ad-
dress a wide range of physical, mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual needs. When properly
tailored, alcohol and drug addiction treat-
ment can be very effective.

Last year, approximately 100,000 individ-
uals who sought treatment for alcohol and
drug addiction were unable to receive the
help they needed. To address this problem,
I have proposed a new initiative, Access to
Recovery, that will increase the availability
and effectiveness of treatment programs.
With $600 million, an additional 300,000
Americans will gain access to needed treat-
ment over the next 3 years.

Access to Recovery will build on existing
alcohol and drug treatment services by offer-
ing greater choices to those seeking treat-
ment. Our Nation is blessed with many re-
covery programs that do exceptional work,
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and we must make these programs available
to more people. By providing vouchers that
enable those struggling with addiction to get
help from a wide range of sources that work,
including faith-based and community organi-
zations, we will expand treatment options and
accountability. This flexibility will strengthen
our system and offer more hope to those in
need.

My Administration has taken important
steps to cut off illegal drug supplies and re-
duce demand through anti-drug education.
For those who become addicted to drugs or
to alcohol, my Administration is committed
to tearing down the stigma attached to recov-
ery so that more people will seek the help
they need. Alcohol addiction and drug addic-
tion are diseases that touch all Americans—
young and old, rich and poor, male and fe-
male. As a Nation, we must continue our ef-
forts to offer the best possible opportunities,
settings, and approaches to prevent and treat
alcohol and drug addiction. By caring for
those who need treatment, we are building
a more welcoming and compassionate cul-
ture that values every life.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 2003
as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Re-
covery Month. I call upon all the people of
the United States to observe this month with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of September, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 4, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 5.
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Proclamation 7699—National
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
2003

September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

It is estimated that more than 25,000
American women will be diagnosed with
ovarian cancer this year and that more than
14,000 will die from this disease. During Na-
tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, we
seek to increase understanding of ovarian
cancer and the importance of early detection,
and to recognize the advances made to elimi-
nate this disease.

Early detection and education are critical
to treating ovarian cancer. Today, only half
of the women diagnosed with this disease are
expected to survive 5 years or more. How-
ever, the 5-year survival rate for those whose
cancer is detected early is more than 90 per-
cent. When the disease is discovered in its
early stages, doctors are able to treat it with
standard methods, such as surgery, chemo-
therapy, and radiation therapy.

Researchers have made significant
progress in developing screening tests that
can accurately diagnose ovarian cancer.
Much work remains, however, before we can
reliably detect the disease in its earliest
stages when treatment is most effective. I
urge all women to talk to their doctors about
ovarian cancer and the best course of action
to detect and treat this deadly disease. Doing
so is particularly important for women aged
40 or older, those with a family history of
ovarian cancer, and those with a personal his-
tory of breast, endometrial, or colon cancer.
And T urge individuals across the country to
learn more about this disease and what can
be done to reduce the number of individuals
who suffer from it.

In addition to encouraging early detection
and increasing awareness about ovarian can-
cer, we must continue to advance our knowl-
edge through research. Scientists at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, the
National Cancer Institute, the Department



